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Information for Interested Patient and Family Advisors
The Network is a group of like-minded healthcare providers, leaders, and patients and families/community members working to provide support and coordination in the planning and delivery of healthcare services for birthing families, women, child and youth populations. The aim is to improve the care and services for these groups in central region north, which includes, Simcoe and Muskoka (Bracebridge, Huntsville, Orillia, Barrie, Midland, Collingwood, Penetanguishene, Alliston), plus Parry Sound, and adjoining communities. 
Network Structure
[image: ]
Network Steering Committee
· [bookmark: _Hlk92097476]The Advisory Committee for the Network responsible for overseeing the working groups/committees/task force groups.
· Assists to remove barriers to help the Network team members achieve their shared goals 
· Supports the improvement of health services that provides care that is:
· people-centered, which includes culturally and language appropriate
· high quality
· timely and equally accessible to everyone in the region
· as close to home as possible
· Ensures that the work of the Network aligns and is connected to provincial work 
· Plans for future healthcare system needs




Birthing Families Working Group
· [bookmark: _Hlk96009522]The Birthing Families Working Group sets the priority work plan for the Network each year as it relates to pregnancy and newborn care in the region
· The clinical priorities are:
· Perinatal Mental Health (pregnancy and after birth)
· Family-centred Birthing
· This group is always keen to hear about patient and family experiences and will work as one collective regional group to improve and enhance care in partnership with families

Child-Youth Working Group
· This group sets the priority work plan for the Network each year as it relates to child and youth healthcare in the region
· Identifies care gaps and areas in need of improvement and sets the action plans accordingly
· [bookmark: _Hlk96010060]The clinical priorities are:
· Mental Health 
· Eating Disorders
· Like the Birthing Families Working Group, this group is keen to hear about patient and family experiences and is always willing to work to make changes in partnership with our children, youth and families

Women’s Health Working Group
· The Network’s Women’s Health Working Group is a driven group passionate about improving our services with your voice guiding us
· We have identified some important priority areas and we know access to services is an important improvement opportunity
· The clinical priorities are: 
· Pregnancy Complications and Loss
· Abortion Care Services
· Cervical Cancer Screening (Pap tests) and Contraception Access
· We recognize how important it is to design care with the people in the communities we serve. We would love to have you at the table with us, making important changes and decisions

Resource Committee
· This Committee makes decisions about how the resources for the Network are utilized
· With a limited budget, we will be brainstorming different ways to fund some of our important work that requires financial support

Every group is open to new members, your perspective and experiences are welcome! Please complete the Patient and Family Advisor Application Form if you are interested in joining us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]If you have questions, please reach out:
Email: Networkfeedback@osmh.on.ca
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